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G-AHIL City of Salisbury at Lower Hamworthy in 1954 ; {| G-AHIL City of Salisbury at Lower Hamworthy in 1956

Dad was given permission to be on the hulk as he had been a designer with Blackburns so seemed very knowledgeable.
As with other people in the early 1950s he had moved to Poole to take advantage of new business & job opportunities !
Various of these had arisen from a role that Poole had played in the salvage of valuable wartime equipment / materials,
including those of the many American forces which had been based in & around the area from the build up for D-Day,

and left behind (as not being worthwhile to ship back to the USA) when forces® personnel subsequently returned home.
[*4 major contingent at Poole in 1944 had been 60 USCG craft - Coastguard Cutters deployed on Search and Rescue.]

At Lake, BOAC Flying Boats deemed to have become obsolete were likely to be scrapped in being reduced to produce,
but in some cases (where certain aircraft were still in good condition) offered for sale as being surplus (o requirements.
In the eventuality a majority were stripped of reusable fittings & machinery before being reclaimed for precious metals,
and destined to be manufactured locally as a diverse range of products from powder compacts to electrical components.

The arrivals with a few departures at the Yard by the shoreline of Lake, together with the easily accessible open aspect
of the foreshore at Lower Hamworthy, rekindled much of a passion for the Flying Boats which remained within Poole:
For there had been more than 650 staff based with BOAC at Poole with approximately 250 each with HMS Daedalus 11
at the Royal Naval Air Station, Sandbanks up to the Autumn of 1943, and with RAF Hamworthy before January 1944 !
Let alone the numbers of aircrews and their families who had enjoyed being here & decided to make Poole their home;
also a significant contingent of local contractors, tradesmen, suppliers, victuallers & landladies who had been involved.

So the reappearance of Flying Boats, various of which had been previously based at Poole, after an absence of 5 years,

brought these more conclusively into the public gaze, the close scrutiny of enthusiasts and the focus of photographers...
as well as it is rumoured (and is hardly surprising) some trophy hunters who scrambled around to gather memorabilia !
- Whilst for a new generation of admirers these provided a fascination and lasting interest with this magnificent subject.






















