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To the south of London was a small but key mllltary airfield of Beddington Aerodrome which was opened in December
1915 as one of the series of airfields ringing London, to counter the threat of the German bombers and the Zepplin raids.
Beddington continued to operate postwar until March 1920, by such time it had become a flying training establishment.
Across the A23 from Beddington, was Waddon Aerodrome that was opened as a test flying ground for military aircraft
for a government-owned National Aircraft Factory No.1 which was closed with conclusion of the Great War hostilities:
These aerodromes were shortly to become the forerunner of Croydon Airport replacing the civil airfields of Hounslow
Heath and Cricklewood. At first known as the Croydon Aerodrome, this facility officially opened on 29th March 1920,
and as Croydon Airport, when home to newly formed Imperial Airways Ltd. after amalgamation of our airlines in 1924.

Imperial Airways Ltd. (IAL) was destined to play such a significant part in Ralph’s career in aviation from March 1936.
Developments in both aircraft and flying techniques progressed so rapidly to captivate new generations of enthusiasts. ..
Ralph Mountain was one of those inspired by an interest in flying with the prospect of a sought-afier career in aviation.

To the south of Croydon is Kenley Common where another airfield was constructed in the Great War for the assembling
and the testing of those aircraft designated for supply to the various Royal Flying Corps Squadrons operating in France.

With the formation of the RAF, the Kenley establishment became a permanent Royal Air Force Station as RAF Kenley.
This was to continue as a significant base for the training of RAF personnel right up to its eventual closure during 1959.

In leaving Westminster City School, Ralph Mountain studied at the College of Estate Management, London University.
Then in March 1928 he enrolled on a Short Service Comm1551on in the RAF to attain a rank of Flying Ofﬁcer by 1933.
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Ralph’s keen interest in
i flying influenced him to
‘enrol on a Short Service
| | Commission intheRAF
in 1928 at the age of 22
which took him around
i the UK to various bases
in England, N. Wales &
i Scotland, also served on
board HMS Courageous
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