POOLE FLYING BOATS & SEAPLANES -

ROYAL NAVAL ATR STATION
SANDBAMES

Sandba ks was ance home to the'Walns,
Swordfesh, Sea Fow, Saa Otters ard Kingfishars !
Mot rarmrants of a histork age, as all thes e ware
typas of Seaplanes.
In July 1940, FMAS Sandbanibks was than st tha
Motor Yacht Club to recetva Mo, 765 Squadron
oftha RN Flest Alr &mn relocabad from
Les-on-Solent Tha Sandbanks new homea(kmowr
a5 HM5 Coedalus I had responsibildas for
lana Tralnirg arvd this area's Alr-Sea Resoue
aWalrus with 2 crow was shot down.
Tha RMAS had a complemant of 100 parsonnal wkh
12 Saaplanes, WENS Marmbarzwiars recuked locally
and Ivad athorme.
Ho.76 Squadron had & Ssaplinas, which ware dso
usad a tha formar Sandbanlsvach Company sita.
Iritha nun up to C-Dey No. 765 Squadnon was
dibanded. Today tha AMYCwih s Boatshed are
laft 1o remired us.

RAF HAMWORTHY

RAF Pookew as rapidy corstructad aborg thashora o
Laika = Harmweorthiy as a basa for mikany fiying boats.
This was than commikskoned on the 15t August 1942,
\Wih a changa of nama to R&F Harmweorthy, & becama
tha heorme to 461 Squadron R#I Australian A Forc.
This was popularly known as Tha ANZAC Squadran’
as k wastformed on 25th April - ANZAC Day, 1942,

1tz 10 Sundarard fiying boats at Hamworthy wana
urder oparatioral cantrol of 10 Group RAF,

Costal Command.

Tha Sunderands had been devaloped from tha
deaign of tha Empire CChiss inall 729 wers then
constrctad.
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BOAC'S MARIME TERMINAL
1939-48

Fre-war Sakarns had becorne the loction for the

futura Feala Hrbour\'nchttluh.i:ul?l:'lﬂ.!

aswar wasanddpated It was sarmarkad as the

wartima basa for Boat cperations which

would ther ba n'l?ﬂmm Southamipton, and

furthar aweyy from any Luftwaffa raid.

ThaF n;gmuﬂmpund Alrways Limbtad

wana Tarsfamed onthe dedaraton ofwar.

Hewsarvar, thesathan reburned to Southampton

aza pariod known astha phonay war areusd.

At tha beginning of 1940, when BOAC was

confimad as succaazorta Imparial Arways

oparations nesumed In earnast using Sakarns

as tha Marine Terminal wih 3 9P Loungs.

BOWC fights contiresed to tha East despka Francs

baing ovamun, using new routes via West Africa.

Unlzwara kapt wih the US& by using a shutila

servica bo s Ini Elra ard conrect ing with tha

Clippars of FanAm

Malntanancs faciities wara recained atHytha and

Irithia postwear pariod BOAC complated 3 maova to

Souhampton Cocks by April 1942

Feola Harbour vacht Club took over Sakerns.

Today Fook ramambarzd & bl
rthplaca mls aforerunner to -

British Arways. Sattams now bas s Marira.

Poole Flying Boats Celebration Storyboard Unveiling at Whitecliff Promenade

Lk Fuwl Depst

451 Squadron laft by May 1043, Thelr bravary and
aupleits whan stationed at RAF Hamworthy are
ramsrmberad today both i Poola and threughou:
thair hormeland of Ausirally. Curing 1042.1044,
sighty-thres Squadron Marmbsers died TheSquadrons
metta was: "They shall not pass unsesn®

s,

Theesa from Hamwerthy saw milkany action in
attackdng U-Boaks In tha 5. Approaches and the Bay
of By Sundarband TROBS ws bost an 213t lanuary
withi 11 craw. 300 staffwere based has nchiding
aewsand enginsars. vial mams manc had to be
caried out at thaMoorngs, on Slipways ortha Hard

Starding as thers was ro Hangar. POOLE
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SPEEDEIRD LOGO & CALL SIGN
Dbz by Thayra Les-Ellict tha am cusSpeedbind
Loge frst appsarsed for the imparial Alrways Limitad
CUALY In 1032, WWTEh Ehe craation of BOACas ks successar
tha Logo and matching Speedbind'Call Sion becams
synonymous with all it oparstlons.
Tha dasign was popular throughout ks timea at Pools,
and evan ratained on cameuflaged arcraft.
Througheout theewar and urkil 1948, BOAC had 620 saff In
Puuhm!.ppartthdrwguus flight crasvs and the Fiying
Boatservices Lp ko 24 of Hs pass Bosks wars
based intha Harbour. R
Itz Marine remerk had €0 rmers staff operating
12 high spsad launches used to convey Aight craws,
passangars, mal and frakght from nl:a.lullrlndﬁn
Marnes Termiral ta the Flying Boats.
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212 Squadron amved &s raplicamantin brts A pril
1043, Hbecama known as the 'Catalina Squadran’
aftar its 12 Amarican-bullt Aying Bo ats, whan basad
a1t RAF Harmweorthy.

RAttaed with Laigh Lights, they wara to contimssto fiy
tha vital amtisubmaning patroks over che Bay of

Thea: meotto of 2105quadron had besen chosen In Walsh
& " yrug‘frnyn hedfan®{Hovering Intha Heavans).
Thara wara 46 officers, 725 other ranks and 21 MRAFE
O of the officers was John Alsxander Crackshank,
whio wae laber awardad theWiciorla Cross for bravery.
‘whan badby Injursd, ha flew his dermaged Fiying Boat
to tha Shet lands from the Arctic aftersinking a U-Boat.
F &t tha start of 19244 the Squadron was maved, but not
i bsaforatha traglc koss of FPZ37"and 2 oftha 12 oaw
aftar crashing naar Round iand in foggy conditions.
Tha Catalinas had kft Pocla as thelr basa was
raquirad fortha bulld-up of forces for 0-Cay on

&tk Jura 1944, Soma 50 grourd staff ramainad at
RAF Ham which was takan ovarby tha

Royal Mavy HME Turtkin Fabniang 1044,

fter Transport Command deployad to Pocla
4 arid Mark 11 Flying Bo ats which had besn
convarted for passangar-camying as the'Hythe das:
Thiesa flew kong distancato dest matkons such as Africa,
tha Mddks Exst, imdian subzontinent, &8 & Ausirala
Curing the sarky 19505 the hard-standing was

uszid for shorage of Flyirg Boats surphas to BOAC
raquiramanis. Mary wil recall tha sad sight of thasa
bszing scrappad!

Thea basa's Baclites todey balong to the Roydl Marines.
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Thara was ancther st of 14 fast launches used for 'Watsr
Comtral - o taad by tha Min| af Clvll Aviatbon ard
mamtal m h Fowar l:nm:u with ks
Poclu basain (a.n"lld.'l'l'mml out nunways,
and kapt them clearof all obstructions.
mmnsmul.;mﬂ'fulbmtalhd pinmacaswena

urad to azsist tha Flying Boats bebwesn tha rurways
and thsir moorngs.

Poole Flying Boats Celebration

www.pooleflyingboats.com
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The eagle-eyed amongst you, may will have already noticed
that the markings upon the definitive map as the centrepiece,
such as the locations eg RAF Hamworthy, with the Moorings
and the alignment of the Runways etc., are positioned slightly
off the true line: This has been done so that those fine details
within the 1944 Map are not obscured by PFBC information.

This map will now be used for all such purposes as the basis
when describing the whole twenty year period, 1939 to 1959.
In the nine years that the Flying Boat operations were centred
on Poole, the number and lay-out of the Runways changed -
so as to provide variations which have been used in books !

Even in the 1944 Map the dedicated Seaplane Runway No.5
had already been discontinued, leaving the remaining five...
Runways No.1; No.2; No.3N. and No.3S; with Runway No.4
- the first to be instated [Nos.1 and 2 as the last to be used].

A definitive map will be placed in due course on our website
allowing for your personal copies to be printed off (e PFBC).
This will be referred to by the PFBC Task Force working on
stages of the Flying Boats & Seaplanes Poole Harbour Trail.

Bernie Victor Dave Andy Ken John Bob
Wills Pitcher Rose Cranstone Sanson Whitcomb Kent

To steer a project through an extended and exacting period
is ‘no mean achievement’, and so Harry kept us all on tracks,
also organising the sponsorship and the unveiling ceremony.
Leslie and others provided the expertise, and Douglas Cook
copiously checked and re-checked the accuracy of our text,

- whilst IJan Andrews provided an overview of the project !
We record congratulations to all their input & achievements.

With more Task Forces and projects underway or now getting
going there are so many opportunities for those who would

like to be involved (in whatever capacity, and your interest)
- whether you live locally to Poole, further away, or abroad !
So look out for these opportunities when they are referred to
and please do not hesitate to be in touch with us right way:

So watch for our next initiative titled: “POSTCARD FROM...”

PFBC was blessed with good weather for this historic event,
as BoP Head Area Ranger John Marter recalled the day when
the group of Trustees ~ Ken, Adrian, Peter, Harry & Aimée
joined him at one ‘plinth’ positioned above Whitecliff Rec.
amidst an un-seasonal howling gale on the 25th. June 2008.
Ittook a great deal of effort to view a full-scale interpretation
of the Storyboard, as PFBC took the opportunity to suggest
the design to fill those vacant places on three of the plinths !
John’s approval paved the way for our plans to bear fruition...

Adrian and Peter’s skills as engineers had been focussing on
ambitions to potentially have a PFBC plinth constructed at a
suitable spot, but this opportunity gave a more viable option.

However, it remains within our prime objectives that further
Storyboards (and with adaptations) and a range of locations
be considered as possible projects to support Poole Tourism.
So we welcome any suggestions from all supporters of PFBC;
please letus know your opinions and your recommendations.
PFBC always looks to improve upon what has already been
achieved, and we are so keen for all of you to get involved !

In June, we will be sending out the first set of renewals for

Friends of PFBC - which encompasses the group that joined
as Founding Friends over a year ago now, and will be actively
recruiting more members from those who express an interest:
PFBC is determined to be successful & good value for money.

In his speech at the Mezza Luna Restaurant (in Poole Park)
Bertie Bowman - who is now guiding the Friends of PFBC,
expressed the drive and enthusiasm, through his commitment
to inspire us all and to reach out to new horizons in our quest.

So we all tucked in to teas /coffees and choices of gateaux
(in another inspiring venue), excitedly talking to one another
about what we can look forward to achieving in the future !
April 2009

Ken Sinson: PFBC Commodore

Poole Flying Boats Celebration

Charity No. 1123274

PFBC Friends: Special Edition Apr. 2009
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www.pooleflyingboats.com ( THE PICKABACK PAIR in colour )
A great welcome to our Special Edition Friends’ Newsletter.

On Friday 24th. April 2009, at precisely 11am - our Charity
took a very significant step forward in reaching a Milestone
that is a gigantic leap for PFBC in terms of public awareness.

The ‘Poole Flying Boats & Seaplanes Storyboard o’ had its
unveiling ceremony - held on the Promenade at Whitecliff,
one of three sites specially chosen for this stunning artwork.

The Mayor of Poole, Cllr. Joyce Lavender called upon four
special invitees to join with her in drawing back a Union Flag
to reveal the design which has taken over a year to finalise !
Vic Pitcher, the Navigator on BOAC’s three Boeing 314As,
- all of which flew from Poole Harbour in the period 1941-46;
Dave Rose of BOAC Marinecraft Unit - a Poole Coxswain,
who later set up the station at Cape McClear on Lake Nyasa;
Bernie Wills - BOAC launch hand in immediate postwar era
- representative of more than 1,000 Poole Families who have
a long & proud association with their Flying Boats at Poole;
and John Whitcomb (RAF) who was on RAAF 461 Squadron
when based at RAF Hamworthy 1st. August 1942 - May 1943.

Many cameras clicked away to record this unique celebration
as the 50+ guests gathered around to admire the Storyboard,
and then be grouped by the photographers for various shots.
So this very special occasion was then marked for posterity!

It had taken over a year starting with the concept prepared by
Aimée, with input of a dozen members of the first PFBC Task
Force, and 14 proof stages with graphic illustrator Maria Burns
to achieve this significant Milestone for PFBC and for Poole,
where such support from Borough of Poole Leisure Services
and sponsorship from Barclays Commercial made it happen !
Many thanks to all those who supported, and to Mezza Luna.



